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Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 294 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x
6.0in. x 0.8in.Is there a morality that shows us how to survive as a humane community Can we know what God
expects of the human family Is there a morality for ordinary peopleIn this book, the author of Sex for Christians
and Love within Limits explores the way to moral sanity amid the confusions and crises of contemporary life.
We do not, says Smedes, have a moral map to mark out the details of our route in advance, but neither are we
leF to grope and improvise at every step. The focus of Smedess study is the commandments -- in particular
those five of the Ten Commandments which call us to respect other persons: Honor your father and mother;
You shall not kill; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness. Each of
these commandments pinpoints the moral nucleus of one sector of life in community -- family, marriage,
property, communication, and the preservation of life itself. Using these commandments as a basis, Smedes
asks three questions: What does God command us to do Why does he command this And how can we obey this
in the ambiguities and conflicts of real lifeSmedes answers the first question by extracting the simple meaning
of the commands. He probes answers to the second question -- why -- on the premise that a reasonable Creator
commands his creatures only to be what they are and to act in ways that fit their nature as human beings in
community. Moral norms are not alien, claims Smedes, they conform to our being. It is in answering how to
obey these commandments in ordinary life that Smedes moves from the ancient words at Sinai...
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