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Evaluation. Excerpt: . . . 11 dent achievement national content standards are needed. I have strongly supported
national voluntary guidelines to help ensure that our mobile population receives a quality education, even if
they change schools several times during their K - 12 education. I emphasize the word, voluntary, because as
you all know there is a strong feeling in the United States against mandatory federal standards for elementary
and secondary education. But I have introduced H. R. 325, the SPEAK Act, which would provide incentives for
states to adopt voluntary standards in math and science. Co-sponsor on that is Senator Dodd. I know that this
idea is controversial and look forward to learning from our wit-nesses about their views on this issue. I trust this
hearing will help Congress learn about the best ways we can advance the recommendations presented in the
Boards re-port, and I thank our witnesses for being here today, and I espe-cially thank those of you who have
worked so hard and so long on this. With that I yield back. The prepared statement of Mr. Ehlers follows:
REPARED TATEMENT OF EPRESENTATIVE ERNON HLERS P S R V J. E Todays hearing will explore the
recommendations of the National Science Boards recently-released report, A National Action Plan for
Addressing the Critical Needs of the U. S. Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Education
System. I understand that the report had its genesis as the Board was preparing the 2006 Science and...
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