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Commentary differs from many of its predecessors in the greater weight given to the interpretation of the LXX.,
and the closer investigation of their peculiar renderings. In many cases these strange renderings on the part of
the LXX. are dismissed by commentators as simply errors. But this is not consistent with what true criticism
ought to do. The LXX. is not only the oldest translation we have, but also the only one made when Hebrew was
yet a living language. Its peculiar renderings then deserve our most serious attention. The investigation of them
will fully reward the inquirer. This, then, is the cause of the special line of interpretation adopted in this
Commentary. With regard to the Book of Ecclesiastes itself, the writer must confess himself homo unius tibri;
for some years past all his Hebrew and Greek studies have been devoted to the investigation of the meaning of
this one book in the Sacred Canon, and all his conclusions must be taken with the reservation that they apply,
directly, to this one book alone. Such a concentration of effort may be expected to produce results which might
not be arrived at by a far wider and more extensive research, just as a few rays of sunlight concentrated by a
small lens will bum where the sun himself will only warm. Nevertheless, this book does not profess to be
anything in the nature of a new discovery. Sense is attempted to be made of difficult passages by what may be
called a microscopic attention to the grammar of the writer, and a minute and careful analysis of every form...
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