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Thesis from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Comparative Literature,
grade: 2, 0, LMU Munich (Department fr Allgemeine und Vergleichende Literaturwissenschaft), language:
English, abstract: 1. Introduction: The Impact of the English Colonial Language Policy on the Postcolonial
Identity My paper aims at exploring the effects of English colonial language policy on the postcolonial identity
and their representations in postcolonial literature. Before applying to the main works, on which | will focus,
The Enigma of Arrival and Small Island, | would like briefly to introduce the reader to the objectives of English
colonial language policy. English colonial language education not only responds to the demands of access to
European knowledge, but also it is a way of effective governance over the colonized people. Under the mask of
the moral imperial duty to enlighten uncultivated subjects, the established discourses of Anglicism and
Orientalism aim at fashioning the tastes, opinions and morals of the natives after the British imperial style,
making them deny their origins in an attempt to become more English than the Englishmen. The process of
reshaping the colonials identity is said to be for the sake of their own good, being in need to be cured of their
ignorance. The indigenous cultures and languages are regarded as unable either to contain or to convey any
sort of valuable information, because of being primitive and rude as the natives themselves. This motion leads
to the alienation of the aboriginal personality, which is most obvious in the construction of a place. Due to the
systematically destruction of the native language and the imposition of the one of colonial power, a wide gap
opens between the experience of a place and the...
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