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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: .countries. Chains first used, and gave rise to many accidents. Tin and
lead conductors tried; lead especially, from its easyapplication to sharp curves, c., but it is liable to be broken,
and is a bad conductor; so it went out of use. Some particular buildings are constantly under attack from
lightning, e.g., Church of Rosenberg in Carinthia, not standing in a very high position, but greviously damaged
in 1730, fcc.; rebuilt in 1778, with lightning rod, and not injured since. Some of these effects may be explained on
meteorological grounds: the height and thickness of the charged clouds only slightly varying, perhaps, in
districts where there are prevailing winds. The height of clouds sometimes enormous. Instances are given of
their being 15,000 to 25,000 feet above the sea. But sometimes clouds are almost flat on the earth, two instances
are given of this. A remarkable and often fatal discharge is the return stroke, always less violent than the direct
stroke, but often very powerful, and caused by the inductive action exerted by a thundercloud. Men and
animals are charged with opposite electricity to the cloud. When the latter is discharged by the recombination
of its electricity with that of the ground, the induction ceases, and all bodies charged by induction return to a
neutral condition. Hence the dangerous return stroke. Lord Mahon first demonstrated this by experiment. As to
origin of atmospheric electricity, De Saussure considered it due to the evaporation of water by the sun...
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