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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Daniel
Gittleman (illustrator). 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.| was
born Frieda Ella van Hessen on April 24, 1915, in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. My mother had a beautiful
soprano voice, which she inherited from her father. | adored her and my father too. Before the war, we loved to
sing and my brothers and | gave many live home concerts together. These were cool events in those days; they
were called home concerts. | also made many live broadcasts. My own career started with singing the role of
Mimi in the opera La boheme for Avro, Radio Holland and with concert performances. The Nazi disaster ended
it. My last performance was as soloist at concert with the Apollo Choir in the Amsterdam Concertgebouw. This
was the Dutch equivalent of Carnegie Hall in New York. The next day the review consisted of only one sentence,
Because the soloist is a Jew, and after all the suffering we have done already because of the Jews, | feel not
called to review her performance. That became my last official concert performance in Holland. The Nazis now
occupied The Netherlands and registered all the Jews. It became mandatory to wear a piece of cloth printed
with the Star of David on all of our clothes. The colors were the same as those used during the Middle Ages to
warn people of The Plague-a yellow background with a black Star of David. In bold, black letters was the word
Jood [YOT], meaning Jew. Choices were limited for Jewish families-either be taken away to concentration
camps or try to hide. My friend Mieka and | escaped to a house where we hid. My parents were hiding...
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